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ETSPRICHT SEITE 1 DES ORGINALS INKL. DEM ENDE DES LETZEN ABSATZES AUF DER FOLGENDEN 
SEITE. 

Open letter 
Bielefeld for solidarity in the pandemic 

- Together against Covid deniers and anti-Semitic Conspiracists! 

 
We watch with concern the increasing number of meetings and so-called “marches” that are 
overcrowded and held without masks. The organizers of Covid protests are taking advantage of the 
pandemic and its inherent insecurity and frustration to create unrest, to spread their antidemocratic 
views and to divide society. Vaccination opponents and Covid deniers can be found here working 
openly with the extreme right scene. Who joins right-wing esoterics and followers of conspiracy 
narratives on the streets, has to wonder what they have in common with these forces.  

We have been in a pandemic for almost two years, and now, the situation escalates again. The 
number of infections increases, the new Omikron variant of the Corona virus is spreading rapidly. The 
situation in hospitals is worrying, nurses are beyond their limit. This is threatening for society as a 
whole. In addition to those who suffer and die from the virus, there are those whose delayed medical 
treatments cause serious risks. During this period of time, some fellow citizens go out in Bielefeld and 
surroundings – hand in hand with right-wing extremists, unvaccinated and without masks, thus 
contributing to the spread of the virus. 

At present, many things we love to do are only possible to a very limited extent. Our children are 
already suffering for a long time from this situation. In restaurants, almost all Christmas and New 
Year’s parties were canceled. Once again, the livelihoods of shop owners are at risk, people are 
unable to practice their professions, entrepreneurs try to uphold their production, despite failures 
with “3G”, quarantine and testing. Kindergartens and schools are at great risk. Culture, sports and 
leisure offerings are limited. If this situation is to be terminated, we can only do it together. 

A clear majority of people in our city behave reasonably, show solidarity and empathy. The 
numbers are clear. In Bielefeld, almost 280,000 inhabitants have been vaccinated, bringing the 
vaccination rate to 85%. More than 60% already received a third dose. This number continues to 
increase every day. Several 10,000 people are tested every week. The people of Bielefeld are working 
with each other and are helping people in need despite the pandemic.  

It is difficult for us too, but we support the temporary measures against the spread of the Corona 
virus, out of a sense of responsibility to our fellow human beings. We trust that the measures based 
on scientific and political reasoning are necessary and enforced to avoid even greater damage. We 
also trust that these measures shall be immediately revoked as soon as it is justifiable. A constant 
critical public debate is important. However, we clearly condemn all action which poses the risk of 
further contagion of the virus, as this will not stop it. 
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ENTSPRICHT SEITE 2 DES ORIGINALS AB DEM ERSTEN VOLLSTANDIGEN ABSATZ. 

We will no longer tolerate this! Those who are now going to the streets in Bielefeld and other places 
are confusing freedom with selfishness. For us, freedom and solidarity belong together. For freedom 
must consider all human beings. 

We expect politicians and the police to stop the current demonstrations and the accompanying 
infringements of Covid measures. The right to assemble is a great asset. It is wonderful and we 
appreciate it. But it must not be to the detriment of the weak in society. It cannot be for the current 
unequal treatment of assemblies to generate frustration, incomprehension, and shock to all those 
who have been following the rules for months and are as well suffering from them. 

That is why WE are now taking the floor. A society can only be successful when it holds together and 
maintains the dialogue. We want to see the voices of reason, solidarity, and objectivity to be heard 
in Bielefeld again. Because we represent the vast majority in our city! Freedom of the individual ends 
where it limits the freedom of others. This point has long been reached. Solidarity is the only way to 
get out of the pandemic as quickly as possible. 

We stand together against vaccine opponents, Covid deniers, anti-Semitic conspiracy ideologues, 
right-wing populists, and the extreme right. It’s enough! We disagree with those who claim to speak 
for the people of Bielefeld. This should be clear with a current vaccination rate of 85%. We do not 
live in a dictatorship, nor do we have to fight for our freedom. We are a diverse, cosmopolitan, 
democratic, and free city! 

That is what we want to be and what we will remain. 

 

 

 

Bielefeld Alliance against the Extreme Right     Bielefeld, 1. 1. 2022 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Translated by Ferris Leander Fechner, 06.01.2022 

 


